
THE LEGEND DETECTIVE 
Legends may be legends but they can hold the truth 

 

A time traveler I will be,  

would you like to come with me? 

 

 
 

Olympia when first launched. 

 

Noah’s ark, not what she appears to be. 
 

        In trying to establish a cultural base for Noah’s Ark, I searched the archives of the 

British Museum for any vessel of that period. Apart from wall painting at Akrotiri there were 

no remains of a ship wreck from this period of 1450 BC which I suggest is when Noah left 

Crete, nothing to indicate the dimensions that could associate Noah’s Ark with a Minoan 

vessel.  I’d read the description of the Ark time and time again. I’d found the actual length of 

a cubit and, naturally enough, when these cubits were converted to meters, the ark was big for 

its time in history but only a pygmy to the ships of today. What I did notice was that it was 

God who asked Noah to make it. If so then this ship was made by man and not by God. If by 

man, then man has to abide by the laws of mechanics. Which says, if you’re going to lay a 

keel down of some 144 meters in length, it will, if made of wood, break its back, on the 

thousandth wave, this vessel pitches into. For a keel of this length, we need iron. 

         Nevertheless, whatever size you called a cubit, if you drew it out in those proportions, 

as laid down in the Bible, being 300 cubits in length by 50 cubits in width you will instantly 

see the Ark of Noah was long and thin, a ratio of 1:6. This was not some fat waddling 



merchant ship, used for carrying cargo. This vessel was a sea wolf of the sea, if sleek then she 

was designed to be fast and if to be fast, then she was a hunter, a vessel of war. That was the 

first clue but there in Genesis chapter 6:16, I found the next clue. Verse 16. A window shalt 

thou make to the ark and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt 

thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.  It was 

the lower, second, and third stories that gave it away and being pitched in and out with pitch, 

indicated it was possibly more of a sea vessel than a river craft but the three decks and that 

design for speed indicated that what was being narrated here, was the design and dimensions 

of a vessel from the future. 

          Now as none of us were there, so my deductions can only be deductions but they must 

be logical. So, what is this ship doing in the Bible when the period of history we are reading 

about was long before Abraham came out of Mesopotamia, or Joseph going into and Moses 

coming out of Egypt?  The early parts of the Talmud or our Old Testament can be dated, say 

scholars, to have been written down from the oral, about 700 BC.  This is the first time that 

Jewish scholars are writing down their history. I further suggest the scribe or Rabbi, 

recording Noah’s story is a mathematician. For in Genesis 5:3-32, he has just written down 

from the oral a number of arithmetic sums for future pupils to copy out. Now the Torah was 

not just a book on religion. It was a book that held all knowledge they knew, be it their 

history, medical remedies, laws of hygiene, geography and how to do your arithmetic. They 

may be recording the generations of Adam but if you look closely they’re also simple lessons 

in arithmetic, with the answer coming up last. Let’s take Genesis 5; 9 ‘And Enos lived ninety 

years and begat Cainan, and Enos lived after he begat Cainan, eight hundred and fifteen, and 

begat sons and daughters. And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years and he 

died’. One could translate this as follows 90 + 815 = 905 but of course I doubt if they had a 

plus or equals sign so it had to be learned another way and what better way than a story. 

Didn’t we in primary school learn our arithmetic, by our teacher saying, ‘A farmer has 10 

cows 5 sheep and 2 goats, how many animals does he have?’ Now I have transgressed 

slightly but what I am trying to do is bring to your attention that this author is mathematically 

minded.  For just a few verses later he’s writing down the dimensions of Noah’s ark and the 

point I’m trying to make with the help of your imaginary forces, is were those dimensions 

known then or was this the first time they were added in by our Rabbi? Can I go further, and 

suggest that this Rabbi was living about 550 BC, possibly in the city of Haifa, with a good 

view overlooking the harbour. He’s possibly got to the part where he his writing down the 

story of Noah, when he takes a break look up towards the sea and sees the biggest ship he’s 

ever seen coming around the headland.  Does he wonder if he can take a bit of poetic license, 

such as I’m taking, by adding some more meat to the bone on the story of Noah and his Ark. 

For there before him comes this vessel, with 150 white tipped oars flashing in the sunlight, 

upwards and downwards, as though controlled by one mind, this graceful vessel, this 

warship, shoots across the bright azure sea, to tie up within the harbour walls. 

           Whether he girded up his loins and rushed to the harbour or gently strolled down, 

we’ll never know but he’s excited. This is the very boat he wants to be the Ark of Noah. Now 

it so happened that the Greek Trireme was the secret weapon of its day and although it would 

have been there for all to see, it would have been guarded. I imagine our mathematical 

scholar making some enquiries as to the vessel’s size and was told to go away. He could see 

there were three decks, possibly the oars had been shipped inboard by the time he’d arrived. 

Possible he didn’t see them, as he didn’t see something else, which leads me to believe he 

was so incensed about getting the boat’s dimensions that he decided to do an espionage job 

on the ship and measure it by night. Bear with me when I make this deduction for you will 

see what I mean later. 

 



 

 

 

            With modern tourism, most of us have been to the shores of that bright blue 

Mediterranean Sea. It’s clear and we can see down to the sea bed some 40 feet below. If our 

Rabbi had visited this vessel by day, he too would have peered into the deep blue clear waters 

and he would have easily seen the sting that this vessel held in the prow, namely the great 

bronze beak that is fixed to the keel and protruding from the prow of this warship, just below 

the surface of the water. It was this weapon that made the Greek Trireme supreme. Rowed by 

150 highly trained and fit oarsmen, this ship could be propelled at great speed, just like a 

torpedo, into the side of an enemy ship. On impact the oars would be reversed, after the initial 

shock of the collision and the great beak pulled free to allow water to pour into the hold of 

the enemy ship. It would rip a hole that was almost impossible to repair before the ship went 

under. It was therefore important that the beak was below the water line. 

            How can I presume all this? Once I’d discovered the possibility that the author was 

modelling his Noah’s Ark, on a Greek Trireme, a vessel of three decks, I hunted the archives 

for dimensions of a Trireme. It appeared that Napoleon III had built one in 1860, but it was 

impractical and couldn’t be rowed and ended up as a display. Mussolini, the Italian dictator, 

had one built but with the same results. Although there were lots of accounts and even 

archaeological remains of the sheds that had once housed these swans of the sea, nobody 

knew the exact size. Whoever could find these dimensions would be proved right, if it was 

shown that the 150 rowers, could easily and successfully row it. 

           Whilst researching this I was trying to find as accurately as possible the imperial 

equivalent to a cubit i.e. 1 cubit = so many millimetres. The dictionary gave it out, as about 

18 inches. In those days a cubit was very much your own personal measurement, for it was 

the distance from the tip of your middle finger to the end of your elbow. Lanky lads would 

have a different measurement for a Cubit, than he with the short fat hairy legs.   Even taking 

18 inches to be the length of a cubit, then 300 cubits, the recorded length of the ark, puts her 

length in line with H.M.S. Hermes, a modern-day warship. Interestingly when calculating 

H.M.S. Hermes’s length, to her width, she wasn’t as sleek as the Ark. So, the Ark of the 

Bible was trying to pass herself off as a plump old lady of a merchant ship, carrying a great 

cargo of breeding stock, when in reality she was a very slim and athletic girl. 

            However, as luck would have it, I was staying with sailing friends, Terry and Liz 

Hall, living at Birdham. I mentioned this problem and their daughters Alex and Louise shot 

off, to bring me a book on ancient dimensions. Here was recorded a figure that was at least 

positive; a cubit = 480mm or 18.898 inches therefore the breadth of the ark at 50 cubits = 24 

meters, whilst the length of 300 cubits = 144 meters. All I’d got to do now was find me a 

Trireme. My first clue that I was on the right trail, came in Peter Connolly’s book, ‘Greece 

and Rome at War’, page 265 depicted an early 5th century BC Trireme I measured it and was 

reassured to find that the Trireme was a touch more than 6 times longer than its width, just as 

Noah’s ark was 6 times longer than its width. My breakthrough came when I discovered that 

in 1987 three English designers, Frank Walsh, John Morrison and John Coates after sifting 

through every scrap of ancient literature, plays, and archaeological evidence, even from 

ancient Greek pots, together with financial help from the Greek government built a full scale 

model. When 150 oarsmen gathered together from every British rowing club in Britain and 

arrived in Piraeus, the world was to see for the first time in some 2000 years, a Greek Trireme 

beat gracefully out to sea. 

             

 

 



 

 

When I first saw this I couldn’t help but be impressed. With power and majesty, the 

150 white tipped oars flashed together as one, beating the surface of the sea to a white spume. 

With each beat of the oars the ship surged forward, cutting through the water with dread 

intent. There on the prow were painted the eyes of the ship, eyes to bring dread to the enemy 

But, if you looked carefully, one could just discern that plume of water some feet ahead of 

the bows. For here cutting through the surf was that lethal sting, that great bronze ram. The 

whole purpose of this craft was to position your ship to point at the side of your enemy’s 

vessel. Then, with every muscle straining, increase the rhythm of the beat to the oars, to send 

the ship surging forwards to ram into the side of your opponent. The ship’s very shape was 

designed for this and nothing else. ‘It would have been difficult to urinate and fart in comfort 

on this vessel’, so wrote an ancient Greek playwright. It was comments like this that assisted 

the three English designers in constructing this weapon of war. So it was in honour to the 

Gods, that ‘Olympia’ as she was named, was launched. Her length was 37 meters, her width, 

6 meters, and a ratio of 1: 6.17 
 

 
 

Olympia in dry dock 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cross section of a trireme with the three decks 

 

        Now is there any relationship between the Ark and this Trireme? We find the Ark was 

24 meters wide by 144 meters long, a ratio of 1: 6. Things were looking good but how much 

bigger was the Ark to the Trireme? With regards to the width, the Ark was 3.997 times wider 

than a Trireme. I was pleasantly surprised, for if that isn’t 4 times longer, I don’t know what 

is. I also think this in itself will hold a further clue to the character of our Rabbi. But 

unfortunately, the length of the Ark was only 3.888 times longer than the Trireme. Now this 

had me worried. It wasn’t accurate enough, what had gone wrong? 

             I was having a pint in my local pub; The Crown at Bray, thinking there goes my 

theory, when it struck me that I had measured the ‘Olympia’ out of water with the great 

bronze beak exposed. No, I didn’t go running up the street with a pint in my hand, shouting, 

as Archimedes did, ‘I’ve solved it’. But I did know where that error was. I had measured 

‘Olympia’ from the plans. Logic said that my Jewish Rabbi could only measure up his 

Trireme whilst she was afloat. Therefore, it’s possible he never saw that extension of the 

bronze beak below the water. I measured up the ‘Olympia’ again, leaving off her protruding 

beak, which extended under normal conditions of operation below the water surface.  This 

now gave me a new and shorter length of 36 meters. Using this figure to divide into the ark’s 

length of 144 meters, gave me a most gratifying figure of 4 times longer.   It also told me why 

the Trireme was built to a ratio of 1:6.167 and not 1:6 because that extra ratio of 0.167 was 

that beak. The triremes true dimensions were 1:6; it was the extra length of one meter for that 

beak that gave it the extra length. 

             How could a person miss seeing this ram below the clear blue waters of a sea, that 

was far less polluted then than it is now? The answer can only be that when he requested 

permission to inspect the Trireme, he was told by the Greek guards, ‘To shove off’. Not to be 

out done, our Jewish writer, reporter and scholar, had gone back in the dead of night, possibly 

rowed around the vessel and measured it up in the dark. Triremes weren’t meant for luxury 

living, almost certainly the whole crew had gone ashore for the night. As for the guard, 



perhaps he wasn’t too worried as he watched our inquisitive writer row around the ship; after 

all he didn’t go aboard. Whoever he was, he was a good reporter and he wanted the full facts. 

But in going back at night he had missed this extra but most important part of this Greek 

warship that dreaded beak. Now that he had these figures of the warship which must have 

been 75 cubits in length by 12.5 cubits in width, he rushed back to his tenement and his 

papyrus. Like all good story-tellers he probably made the boat twice as big but by the time he 

got to his pen and ink, it was 4 times bigger. 

           Now I must apologize to my readers, for with all my energies involved in deciphering 

that puzzle, I had forgotten to draw a similar comparison, by taking the dimensions of a 

merchant ship of c 400 BC and comparing it to the ark’s dimensions. A typical merchant ship 

of the 4th century BC would be 29.87 meters by 7.01 meters, a ratio of 1:4.26. From this you 

can see there is no comparison. 

Whilst a ship on display in the Hecht museum of archaeology, in the city of Haifa, c 400 BC 

was 12.5meters by 4meters, a ratio of 1:3.12, fatter still.  Likewise, from the photo of 

Olympia you will see her with sails set and oars shipped on board. We must remember when 

coming into harbour the sails would have been lowered and oars set to work, for the delicate 

task of mooring up.  

           One could say these dimensions were a coincidence but what a coincidence. I 

therefore conclude that these dimensions were taken from a Greek Trireme and it tells us that 

they were measured and recorded into the scriptures sometime after the 6th century B.C. 

because before that the Trireme had not been invented. True my imagination has worked 

overtime to create a picture of how our Rabbi came by his dimensions. Unfortunately, what it 

doesn’t tell us, is the dimensions of the real Noah’s Ark, where and when it was launched or 

where it came to rest. But whatever ships this was, who’s dimensioned went into our Bible, it 

was not Noah’s Ark. But it does tell us that whoever our Rabbi was, he didn’t know his 

merchant ships from his battleships, although he did recognize a big ship when he saw one 
 

                 
           

                                    Olympia in dry dock, Piraeus Greece 
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