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THE LEGEND ETECTIVE 
Legends may be legends but they can hold the truth 

 

A time traveler I will be,  

would you care to come with me? 
 

            

 
 

Adam and Eve being expelled from Eden 

   

Finding and following the Patriarchs 
  

           I make no apologies for this article, entitled Following the Patriarchs, as it  may seem as dry 

as the proverbial Witch’s bosom but if we are to establish a continuous connection from God’s birth 

to Adam and Chava  as recoded in the Jewish Torah or as our 800 years later Bible says, Adam and 

Eve, through to Noah then on to Moses, you first need to read  The date of the birth of God, to 

establish in your own minds that Crete plays a great part in establishing the original homeland of the 

Jews. Then read, The day Noah put to sea and see if this again aids our thinking on Crete.  If so we 

have two dates to work on, that of 1600 BC when the island of Callista blew herself apart and became 

the islands of Thira and Santorini. Then the date and the reason why Noah left Crete in c 1435 BC, 

with the invasion of the Mycenaeans and finally to Moses whom I suggest was born in 1224 BC.  So, 

I’m presenting you with a list of dates, dry indeed, where these three dates appear and then introduce 

the patriarchs at spaces of 20 years. For one or two to coincide is a coincidence but when they all do, 

then we really must consider this further. 
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                          If you have read my tale, The day Moses put to sea, then it is obvious that those 

people scholars call the Apiru or Hapiru, have to be what the Jews, after Noah’s voyage, were known 

as, being the Hebrews. We can get an insight to Lot and his wife, who was turned into a pillar of salt. 

Offer up a suggest as to why Abraham decided to sacrifice his son Isaac, up to God and consider who 

was the pharaoh who knew Joseph and how Joseph may have gone about solving the dream of 

pharaoh. 

              This is not going to be easy but as no one else has tried to put them into history, I beg my 

readers it give me a try in giving estimated dates, that conforms to the archaeological finds, the 

Torah/Biblical account and the history of neighbouring lands.  Finally, that wonderful evolutionary 

business of boys becoming men, for they generally produce their first son by the time they’re 20, the 

accepted time for a generation. So, if we use 20 years between each of those that came after Adam 

and Chava (Eve), which is not two people but translates from the Hebrew to mean, ‘Man and the 

mother of everything that lived’. In other words, it was a multitude of both humans and animals that 

escaped this catastrophic event. Was this their God expelling them from their paradise, their garden of 

pleasure or in Hebrew, Eden in 1600 BC. Excavations on Santorini will show this actually happened 

where not one person or one animal was found under the mountain of ash that covered the ancient 

Minoan city of Akrotiri.  

 

 
 

Noah did see the land covered in water. 

               Noah did not let loose a raven or a dove but the captain of this ship did. 

  

   Taking these dates 1600 BC and 1435 BC let’s see how well this 20 years a generation fits those 

that came after Adam and Eve and Seth, for I believe and show below that Adam Eva and Seth were 

not real people but an expression of what was happening. Then continue with our 20 year stretch to 

see how it fits my Moses birth to exile, in 1224 BC  

 

Dates 1660 BC- 1188 BC (those marked * are my assumed dates): The Patriarchs of the Bible 

 

* 1660 BC                          Assumed birth of the Cretan Zeus on Crete. 

   1640 BC                          Minor eruption of Santorini (Thira).  

   1600 BC                          Major eruption of Santorini. Creating the legend of Atlantis.  

*1600 BC Adam &            Meaning Man and the mother of everything that lives. In short a     

                Chava (Eve)       multitude being expelled by a God. Which I suggest is the eruption of  
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                                           Santorini, just north of Crete.        

 *1600 BC    Seth               I do not consider Seth to be a Patriarch as this is the Egyptian word for  

                                           chaos and chaos there would have been, I believe if  the patriarchs  

                                            originated in Crete then they would be Minoans, in contact with Egypt.   

*1580 BC                          A new religion creates persecution. Was this the time of Cain & Abel? 

*1580           Enos             A good Minoan name, ending in Os.  

*1560         Keran    

*1550 BC                         Suggest this was the time the religion of the Cretan Zeus was transported to             

                                         Greece to become that of the Olympian Zeus.  

*1540         Mahalalel 

*1520          Jared 

*1500          Enoch  

*1480         Lamech 

*1460          Noah                             

* 1440         Shem                          

   1435                                 This is the year the Mycenaean’s invade Crete.(See The day Noah puts to  

                                             sea)            

   1427 BC  Amenophis II   

   *1421                                But Shem is already married on the Ark, is this the date of Noah’s flood? 

 ---------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                        Now comes  Keran, Shelah, Eber, Peleg, Rehu, Serug,  Nahor and a whole  

                                        host of others that live for hundreds of years. These long lived fellows,  I  

                                        consider are easily explained being just arithmetic questions, which I will  

                                        reveal later.  

                                        As for those named above, these we know little about them. We assume  

                                       Noah got to Mt Ararat and Noah died. They came down to the river Tigress to   

                                        Nineveh, Asshur, Shinar. Crossed over to Babylon and onto Ur, for us to        

                                        meet up with Abraham by 1391 BC, to fit into the remaining patriarchs                                            

                                        Can all this happen in 50 years?   I think it can, for these people were                     

                                        becoming known as the Hapiru, the wandering, homeless, bandit people. 

                                       Here are 8 names, if each follows on after the other, with the 20 year period  

                                       then we have 160 years and that throws my theory out of the window but                      

                                       what if they aren’t descendants of Noah but other migrants from Crete and  

                                       because they’re all now being classed as the Hapiru or Apiru, find themselves  

                                        teaming up with other wanderers because they are kinfolk. This I suggest  

                                        they do much later when in Egypt when they meet the Lybian slaves an the 

                                        reason why pharaoh decided to slay the male children of the one time Hapiru 

                                        (Hebrew), now the Israelites.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                 

                 Te-rah              The father of Abraham. Now I admit I’m stretching a point because I need  

                                        Abraham to be born in 1391 BC for the rest to fit consecutively up to Moses.  

                                        But if I do, then on this 20 year a generation theme, I need Te-rah to be born 

                                         c 1411 BC. For this to happen, he has to be one of the children of Shem,  

                                        Ham or Japheth.  If we read Genesis 11:26 we see Te-rah begat Abraham and 

                                        Nahor. Then we read in Chronicles 1:24 -26 that Nahor and Te-rah appear to 

                                        be Shem’s children.   

 1415 BC                         First recording of landless Hapiru, in Canaan.  This needn’t be Noah but I do  

                                         suggest it could be those that seemed to go to Shechem in Canaan. 

  1410 BC                         Second mention of the Hapiru, who seemed to be moving out of Canaan.  

  1401 BC Tuthmosis IV  

  1391 BC Amenophis III  

*1391        Abraham          Birth of. 

  1370 BC                        Third mention of Hapiru who appeared to be returning to Canaan. Was this  

                                        Abraham? Abraham then goes into Egypt but it seems pharaoh took a fancy 

                                        to Abraham’s wife Sar-a-i, so Abraham leaves Egypt for Canaan. Was this   
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                                       Amenophis III. Ten years after leaving Egypt Abraham has a son Ish-ma-el. 

*1361    Ismail              Birth of.   I suggest Abraham is 30. But Sarah could not conceive, so for  

                                       Abraham to have an heir. Sar-a-h tells Abraham to have a son with her maid  

                                       servant Ha-gar.  At the same time God promises Abraham that all his lands  

                                       will be given to his heir, Ish-ma-el.  It is this decision by God which will in 

                                       2000 years, create the great rift between the Jews and the Arabs.  God has  

                                       made a promise, which he will later break.  

 1353   Akhenaten        Could there be a connection as to why the pharaoh Akhenaten changes Egypt   

                                       multi God religion to a single God. Nefertiti was the wife of Akhenaten, she  

                                       came from foreign lands but no one knows from where. Could she be  

                                       Minoan? Why did Akhenaten use Minoan workmen on his new city of          

                                       Amara?   

   1350                            Amarna letters, trouble with the Hapiru in Shechem 

 *1347                            Genesis 17:25 we read Ish-ma-el was 13 when he was circumcised.  God  

                                        now tells Abraham to call his wife Sarah. He also tells Abraham that all of  

                                        his people must be circumcised, and from that day forth, they obediently do. 

*1345      Isaac               Birth of.  Abraham is now old, so 20 years per generation, now becomes 46. 

*1337                              I suggest Isaac is 8 when Abraham goes to sacrifice him 

*1325      Jacob              Birth 

  1306      Seti I 

  1303    Ramesses II      Birth of Ramesses II. But I suggest Ramesses II was born before this date. 

*1301      Joseph             Birth of.  Joseph has brothers, so 20 years per generation becomes 24 

  1290    Ramesses II      Is this the pharaoh who grew up and knew Joseph   

*1287                               I say Joseph is about 13, when the Egyptian woman tries to seduce him. If  

                                         he’d been older he’d have let her. So he’s about 13 when he decodes               

                                         pharaoh’s dream  

*1274 Battle of Kadesh  Egypt v Hittites. No winners, Hittites still a threat. Ramesses II is 29 

*1273                               The14 year prophesy is up. Joseph is 28. Ramesses II is 30. 

*1273     Hebrews           I suggest here the Hebrews under Jacob come into Egypt. Creating a ‘Buffer  

                                         Zone’ between Egypt and the Hittites. It is here they become the Israelites 

*1226                               I say Joseph dies I say at 75.  Bible says he died at 102. 

* 1226                              Prince Merenptah brings back Libyan captives as slaves. They have the  

                                         same hairstyle as the Israelites. Are they distant kinfolk of the Israelites? Is  

                                         the reason pharaoh thinks the Israelites will join up with these Egyptian  

                                         enemies? 

1224    Merenptah          Dated here as the prince, later pharaoh. Is it he who knew not Joseph, setting  

                                         up a Stele proclaiming, ‘Israel is without seed’, but what seed, corn or the  

                                         male seed?  

* 1224     Moses              Birth of Moses due to pharaoh doing away with the male babies. (the seed) . 

    

  1213 BC   Ramesses II  Dies aged 90 

  1214 BC   Merenptah.  Now pharaoh, dies. 

   1214 BC Amenmesse   Becomes pharaoh. 

   1210 BC    Seti II          Becomes pharaoh 

* 1206 BC                         Moses kills an Egyptian. Was this the first born of Seti II buried in KV 56 

   1204 BC   Siptah 

   1198 BC  Tawosret 

   1200 BC                         Start of Trojan war. 

   1196 BC  Sethnakhte 

   1194 BC  Ramesses III 

   1190 BC                         End of Trojan war. 

* 1189 BC                         Odysseus taken captive in Egypt. 

   1189 BC                         Ramesses III vanquishes the Sea People 

* 1188 BC                         Moses/ Exodus. This would make the Israelites in Egypt 93, not 430 years 
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      The dates of the pharaohs above are those of Nicholas Reeves and Richard Wilkinson, in 

their book, The Complete History of the Valley of the Kings. There will be those that want to 

disagree, but whatever dating system you use, the characters you come across, will still live and 

die in roughly the same length of time.   

 

           Difficult it will be to trace the Patriarchs, because the Patriarchs were from Noah to Moses, 

constantly on the move, any archaeological evidence will be scarce. Although there is a snippet of 

evidence in the Bible, regarding Abraham’s legal rights on who should inherit from him, except 

scholars have put Abraham and company as living around 2000 BC. Yet if we read the scriptures we 

find that Abraham was adhering to laws that were remarkably similar to the laws of the Horites. But 

the Horites were clearly dated to the 15th - 14th century BC.  The 14th to 15th centuries put us 

between the years 1301 to 1499 BC.   

          Likewise we read that Abraham was dealing with the Hittites with regard to buying his burial 

plot, so we can say Abraham was getting old and thinking of death. But the Hittites didn’t appear in 

any strength on the historical stage of Canaan until the 15th century. So how did Abraham know 

them, when he should have been dead, some 400 years previously?  Could he be living in the time I 

have listed him in, as 1370 BC.    Now I have purposely started with Abraham because we have this possible 

date and from this we can work back and forwards into dating the others.  Noah’s date and Moses’ birth, I am 

happy with, see my other finding in my book listed at the end of this tale. I agree they are speculation but a 

coincidence is one thing, but when coincidences come tumbling out, which fits, then we could be heading into 

history                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

       As for other evidence, the only evidence I can supply is time. Could the Hebrews have landed in 

Canaan c 1430 BC, travelled up to Mount Ararat, come down from this mount and taken up building 

work at Nineveh, Asshur, crossed over the plains of Shinar from the east arrived in Babylon and taken 

up the trade of brick makers.  Babylon, where archaeologists agree great building work was taking 

place at this time, all in 30 years, to my birth date of Abraham in 1391 BC.  Then 20 years later, when 

Abraham is a man, making this time cap 50 years, here he is leaving Ur and heading for Canaan.  

       In experimenting with the time it takes to travel, and my estimation of how long it would  take the 

Hebrews to tramp under Noah and get to Shechem by 1370 we need some idea what others have taken 

to do such a journey in those days . If we leave Ugarit, about the time of Shem 1421 BC,  travel to, 

and  pick up the river Euphrates and head north to Mt Ararat, their high water mark so to speak, then 

head south down the river Tigress to Nineveh, Asshur, Shinar, Babylon then by Abraham’s time to 

Ur, by 1370 BC, a distance of I’d say of 4500 miles. Then according to my time chart, it needs to be 

walked in 51 years. 

.     I agree there would have been times when it would have been expedient to distance oneself at 

great speed from the locals, as against the times when they stayed longer, working on building sites, 

making bricks. But could they do it in 51 years? 

            To show some comparison in travelling time, I am reminded of Alexander the Great’s journey, 

in his conquest of the known world. He set forth in 334 BC, from northern Greece into Turkey, down 

into Palestine, and into Egypt, fighting, marching and laying siege to obstinate cities. He conquered 

Egypt and then moved on, crossing over the desert to Mesopotamia, again fighting and defeating 

Darius, King of the Medes and Persia, ending up on the throne of Darius in the city of Susa in Persia 

in 338 BC. The distance covered was some 3700 miles and the time taken was just four years. This 

guy was travelling, with stops,  say 2 miles a week. So, gentle folk of the jury, what I am asking the 

Hebrews to do would, is  in reality a piece of cake. 

       But to add to this and to nicely mesh into these dates, is a new people turning up, known to scholars as 

the Hapiru, landless wandering bandits, always being told to move on.  ‘Move on, move on’, is the 

stimulant for them to be continually be moving on.  Hapiru they might be but are they the Hebrew? 

 

The Hapiru 

           Was there any evidence of landless people coming to Canaan in Egypt’s historic records? 

There was, for it was recorded in letters to and from Egypt and Canaan that in the reign of Pharaoh 

Amenophis II, 1436 - 1413 BC, there was unrest in Canaan due to the arrival of marauding bands of 

Apiru or Hapiru, a new people who seemed to have come from nowhere. For a long time, scholars 

have identified these people with the Hebrews of the Old Testament, but most Egyptian philologists 
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(specialists in ancient languages) agree with Sir Alan Gardiner that it is simply a term meaning 

landless, without roots, bandit or outcast, and therefore not necessarily connected with the Hebrews at 

all. From this we can say that someone has made a connection with Hebrew and Hapiru. If people in 

ancient times started to migrate, whoever they were, they were going to be homeless and no way 

would they get any land of their own. They would be forced to wander, looking for some promise of a 

land, because they were not strong enough for an all-out fight of conquest. Nevertheless, these Hapiru 

seemed to have been just the people to have migrated from Crete, and the date fits precisely to my 

date of 1430 BC. We don’t know what happened to them after they created unrest in Canaan, except 

that they moved on. But they couldn’t go westwards out to sea, or south into powerful Egypt. This left 

north, into present day Turkey, but a much more inviting prospect would have been eastwards into the 

lush valley of the Euphrates and the Tigris rivers. For a time, the Hapiru seemed to have left the 

Canaanites in peace until, some 100 odd years later, they once more descended into Canaan. Dare I 

say it, but this seems to be the time that I suggest they arrived back into Canaan. 

       From the Bible we read that Abraham headed for Haran then east to Shechem.  However, 

according to the Ashmolean museum, it is known that there were, at this time, Hebrews living in 

Canaan who had never been into Egypt. The Old Testament’s account of Joshua’s conquest suggests 

that in central Canaan – particularly around Shechem – there was already a settled group of Hebrews 

who had never been in Egypt, and had not taken part in the Exodus. In my view, it’s possible they 

never went into Mesopotamia either, for when Abraham leaves Ur; he makes a beeline straight to 

Shechem. I feel that Shechem was the hot spot for migrants and kinfolk from Crete.. Moreover, they 

had, according to the Ashmolean, established themselves there in the fourteenth century BC. I suggest 

Abraham didn’t go looking for the Promised Land, but that the Hapiru of Shechem had already told 

him Canaan was a good place to live. I further say these Hapiru need not be descendants of Noah, but 

I suggest, like Noah other Minoans were leaving Crete, now that the Mycenaean’s had arrived in 

Crete. Mycenaean’s whom we know from the tales of Troy and Odysseus from the Odyssey were not 

always the heroes we read about but were bully boys, braggarts and I suspect could be neighbours 

from Hell. 

            Now what I have related is a long tale to establish the origins of the Jews, and the reason I put 

this case forward, is to establish a living archaeological artefact. The artefact of the Pe’ot, those long 

side locks that the Jews to this day wear. Originally it was Minoan and could be seen worn by the 

Priest King on the wall paintings at Knossos.  

 

            
 

                       The Jewish Pe’ot,                    The Minoan priest king       The Phoenician 
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             Again, if we view the wall painting, we see this Priest King was binding something around his 

arm. Could this have been the phylacteries that orthodox Jews wound around their arms before 

prayer?  These peculiar long tresses, that can be seen on Egyptian tomb walls, where the visiting 

foreign emissaries bringing gifts, are obviously Minoan, being called the Keftiu by the Egyptians. 

           In trying to understand the ways of the Hapiru, we should consider their environment. They 

were landless but had their own cattle. The land they grazed there cattle on, wasn’t theirs and so they 

were left with the rough unwanted pastures where deserts became the norm. So every time they 

stopped they were told to move on.  Can we see anyone similar in our present era? We can, they are 

the Gypsies, wrongly named because people once thought they came from Egypt, when India was 

once their homeland and so we should call them Romanies.  They too where  landless, they too were 

told to move on and if anything is missing, it is they who get the blame. In fact, a lovely time, for you 

to steal from your neighbour, then blame it on the Gypsies. So it’s not hard to see as the years role by 

the Gypsy’s feature grow hard and fugitive yet they still need to live. So they tell your fortunes, read 

your palm , decipher your dreams, breed horse, make cloths pegs, sell lucky heather and find a 

subcontracting trade, they collect scrap iron. This is exactly the same environment as the Hapiru and 

so it’s natural to suspect they followed the same rules. Even to finding a subcontracting profession, 

they learned how to mix straw with mud and make bricks 

              Except there was one difference, whether these Hapiru were of Noah’s blood, Hapiru they 

certainly were, with one peculiarity, they kept detailed  records of their past.  A past that went right 

back to when Adam and Chava, or Man and the mother of all that lives, was expelled from some 

place.  Not just expelled by others but by God and if God’s instrument, happened to be Santorin’s 

super eruption, then why not remember it.  For I will show, that we still remember it to this day, as the 

force that gave us the legend of Atlantis. And if that place was Crete, then these Cretans, these 

Minoans, were a more intelligent people than most of that period. The fact that the Hapiru showed 

honour to their past, shows thought and thoughts of that nature, comes from intelligence. 

          I was in Tel-Aviv and arranged to have coffee with Doctor Assaf Yasur-Landau, an 

archaeologist of the Tel Aviv University, to discuss my theory on the origins of the Jews. I told him I 

thought they had originated from Crete. He looked at me in amazement and started to laugh. Now I’m 

quite used to this, but at this stage he hadn’t heard my theory. ‘Did you think of this yourself?’ he 

chuckled. ‘I did,’ I replied, feeling a trifle hurt. ‘Well you can believe it if you will,’ he continued, still 

smiling, ‘but only today I received an email of the findings of Professor Renfrew of the MacDonald 

Institute at Cambridge University. He has just published his report on his DNA findings of the 

Mediterranean people and found from DNA, that the Sephardic Jews originated from Crete’. I was 

indeed gladdened and promptly sported him lunch. 

 

The Phoenicians 
         At first hand there seems no connection with Crete, Noah or the Bible,  but I hope to show you 

there was.  As Noah and as you read later the Hapiru were immigrants to Mesopotamia and then 

Canaan by land , the Phoenicians were of the same stock but men of the sea,  not the land.  

        So who were they? According to some scholars, the Phoenicians were once farmers in Lebanon 

and, on discovering they had vast forests of very fine cedar trees, decided to forsake their farms and 

become sailors, trading these cedars all around the Mediterranean. As for the date, it is suggested that 

this was c 2900 BC. Such a simple concept, until you bump into a farmer, such as my neighbour, 

young Chris Cooper, of Sydenham, Oxfordshire.  Now this young man is a most hard working fellow, 

up early and late to bed. But even with the knowledge he has at his disposal, it is unbelievable to 

imagine he will ever take to the sea. But let’s say he does; who teaches him how to make a ship, apart 

from a floating log? Who teaches him to sail or row? How long will he be at sea before he becomes  

sea sick and returns to his farm? Of course it has to happen somewhere in time when, by accident or 

design, someone floats off from the mainland and ends up on an island, such as the Cyclades. Once on 

that island, he has to develop those skills if he ever wants to get off again. But there’s a difference, off  

the coast of Canaan, present day Israel, there are no islands, whereas from the coast of Greece there 

are those islands of the Cyclades that can be seen from the shore, and if you ever get to one, you can 

see another and in fact leap-frog southwards, over centuries, until you come to Crete. 
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         In my search for the Phoenician I could only find one book in the British Museum on this 

subject that was written by Professor George Rawlinson, professor of ancient history at Oxford, who 

states that the Phoenicians were a Semitic people, who migrated westwards from the Persian Gulf to 

the Mediterranean coast in about 2000 BC and by 1250 BC were well established as the greatest sea 

power in the Mediterranean. 

         Now there are a number of problems with this. Professor Rawlinson was a Canon of the church, 

a Biblical scholar, steeped in ancient history, looking for verification of the Bible to the history of 

these ancient lands. He wrote his finding in 1881 and therefore would not have known about the 

Minoans, whose civilization was still to be discovered some 18 years hence.  So why did it take 1650 

years for them to become such a power?  Why didn’t the Minoans see off this completion, for they 

were without doubt the greatest sea power?  

          However if we accept that the Minoans were a spent force by the time of the Mycenaean 

invasion of Crete in about 1450 BC then is it possible that these Phoenicians were in fact Minoans 

sailors seeking new trading ports well away from these new comers to their homeland. 

        Again how did these Phoenicians get from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean? They could 

have sailed down the Persian Gulf, hugging the coast line down to the horn of Africa and then north 

up the Red Sea to the present day port of Suez. Did they then leave their ships behind and walk over 

land to the Mediterranean? Land controlled by Egypt. If you doubt this then you must doubt they left 

their ships behind in the Persian Gulf and travelled eastwards over the Fertile Crescent, a much longer 

route. Do you think it’s more feasible that they were immigrating Minoan traders who’d had enough 

of these new invaders, the Mycenaeans  and took their ships and simply sailed eastwards from Crete 

to where ever, including Canaan? See The day Noah puts to sea. 

                Nevertheless there is a comment Prof Rawlinson made which fits nicely into my scenario 

and that is, he says the language of the Phoenicians was allied to that of the Hebrews, as German is to 

Dutch or Portuguese to Spanish. If the sea faring Minoans came from Crete and the Libyans slaves in 

Egypt, during pharaoh Merenptah reign 1224 BC, came originally from Crete and the Hebrew in 

Egypt at this time, who I say originally came from Crete ,before going to Mesopotamia then Canaan 

then into Egypt,  were all kinfolk, due to the fact they all had the same hairstyle . Is it possible the 

Phoenician came from Crete because they to had the same hairstyle. If so then their language will 

have a common root, being that of Hebrew 

             But if we are to use this date of 2900 BC, of the Phoenician’s arrival on the Mediterranean 

coast, we could say the Phoenicians learnt their sailing skills from Egypt,  but in 2900 BC, Egypt had 

yet to build her pyramids and certainly didn’t like going on the Great Green. as they called the sea. 

Although Egyptians were proficient in building river craft, that mysterious expanse of water the 

Mediterranean, was definitely out of bounds to them. Likewise, I find it strange that farmers in 

Lebanon went down to the sea shore, learned the skills of the sailor and then built ports on the 

mainland. 

             The way I see it, there was no real incentive to change their mode of living. Yet here we had 

Phoenician sailors, probably the best sailors of the known world in 1300 BC, trading these cedars and 

other exports around the middle sea and that they lived in isolated cities or ports along the Lebanese 

coast. They kept themselves to themselves and fortified their cities against attack from the inhabitants 

of Lebanon.  To me, they were strangers in a new land. Their craftsmanship and trading knowledge 

allowed them to become rich and, as they became rich, so their ports became stronger. 

           In my story,  The day Noah put to sea,  you read that the Israeli Tourist board have suggested 

that the port of Jaffa was founded by Noah’s son, Japheth, who I say was the Minoan captain of 

Noah’s Ark. But it is a fact that Jaffa was once a Phoenician port. So where did these people come 

from and when did they arrive? Did they arrive as sailors and if so, from where? How much truth is 

there in Japheth being Jaffa’s founder, I can’t say, but if Noah existed, then Japheth is of Noah’s time. 

           Therefore, could the Phoenicians be remnants of the Minoan civilisation and, like Noah, 

fleeing not to pastures new, but to ports anew? What archaeological clue do we have? There is one 

and it’s the same clue to them all. A clue that has been staring archaeologists in the face for some 

3000 years and as such, never been seen. It’s that Pe’ot, the distinctive side locks, still worn by the 

orthodox, never-changing Jews. Go into any great museum that has an early Phoenician section and 

there you will see images of Phoenicians, whilst some of the later Phoenicians look remarkably 

Egyptian, especially in their head dress. This was due, no doubt, to trading with Egypt, but look 
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carefully to their ears. Many of them had that hair lock that came in front of the ear. Unless anyone 

can show otherwise, I suggest they were of Minoan stock. 

            But as Professor Rawlinson says, the Phoenicians were in Lebanon in about 2900 BC, but 

where is the evidence? If the Phoenician sailors were in existence in 2900 BC, why don’t we hear of a 

conflict between them and the Minoans who were at the height of their sea power and trading abilities 

in 1650 BC? 

             We read in mythology that Zeus came to Canaan and disguised himself as a white docile bull 

and let Europa, the daughter of the Canaanite king, stroke him and get onto his back. Once she was 

on, he plunged into the sea and took her back to Crete where he seduced her and she produced him 

three sons. Now I’m a great believer that there is some truth in these legends. To me, this looks like a 

hit and run raid by some young Minoan sailor seeking a wife. Probably even young Zeus, the future 

law giver, who, although mortal, eventually became deified. Perhaps his ship was named, ‘The White 

Bull of the Sea’ and it was onto this white bull that he enticed her, before slipping anchor and making 

a run for it. True, this is speculation but you’ll notice the land was Canaan, not Phoenicia. If the 

Phoenicians were there, then it would not be Canaan he took Europa from. At the same time the cult 

of Zeus doesn’t seem to have existed on Crete before 1680 BC, so I would say that, about 1650 BC, 

the Minoans were beginning to set up trading sites around the Mediterranean which included Canaan. 

           I further suggest that it was after Santorin’s devastating eruption of 1600 BC, whose tsunamis 

devastated Minoan ports on Crete, that Minoan sailors started to establish permanent trading ports, 

which they fortified against the Canaanite inhabitants of Lebanon. This of course didn’t stop them 

trading with the locals, especially in those very fine Cedar trees. I can’t believe these sailors went 

inland to chop the trees down. Logic suggests this was a labour performed by the local lads. 

             It is also confirmed by archaeologists that after this eruption, Crete did suffer severe damage 

to her coastal ports. Nevertheless, the Minoans on the island picked themselves up and started anew. 

Now there is another ‘but’ and a ‘but’ I like, for some scholars are now beginning to say the 

Phoenicians began to arrive in Canaan in 1500 BC. And a ‘but’ I don’t like, is they’re still saying they 

are coming from Mesopotamia which seems strange for seafarers to take to the desert to get there. But 

what all are agreed upon, is that about 1430 BC, the Mycenaean’s decided they were strong enough to 

take to the sea and in doing so invaded Crete. As push comes to shove, I think it is now the last of the 

Minoans were shoved out.. 

            One could ask where did the Mycenaean’s get their sailing skills from and I think we can say 

they got them from the Minoans who, after that eruption of 1600 BC, migrated to the Greek mainland 

to start up again and it is at the later date of 1450 BC, that I say the last of the Minoans finally went, 

including old Noah. It was probably about then that some Minoans, migrated south to Libya, as 

Tacitus suggests and would become a thorn in Egypt’s side. By then these Minoan trading outposts on 

the Canaanite shore were well established and flourishing. It is these, I suggest, who became the 

Phoenicians.  

           However there’s a fly in the ointment, for without doubt the Egyptians were importing these 

cedar trees long before 1800 BC, which you can see is before my 1500 BC. So who were the carriers? 

There can only be one answer, they were the Minoans. I can see no reason why the inhabitants of 

Canaan didn’t carry on chopping down these trees and lugging them to the coast and the middle men, 

the Minoans, who towed these timbers down to Egypt and up the Nile to where they were needed. 

When the Minoan captains migrated to ports anew they just carried on as normal, except now they 

were the Phoenicians.  

           If there is anything in the case of Japheth being the captain of Noah’s ship, then we can 

visualise Noah coming down with his breeding stock from the mountain country of Crete to the coast, 

just as Japheth was about to set sail from Crete forever. I couldn’t see Noah having any set plan as to 

where to go but Japheth did, and he could see there was an opportunity to get paid for taking Noah’s 

team along, when he was already going there in any case . Payment would be in sheep or goats. One 

could say it was an accident that Noah went where he went, for I doubt he had any idea as to where 

Canaan was. We must not forget, either, that Noah’s grandson was named Canaan, now isn’t that 

appropriate. If there is any truth in that story of Japheth founding the port of Jaffa, then we can say 

that Japheth was also looking for a new start. 

         As for the date of the emergence of the Phoenicians as a group, I think archaeologists will have 

to struggle to put them before 1600 BC. I also suggest some of these Minoan captains became pirates 
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and, eventually, some 350 years later, became part of that confederation we know as the Sea People. 

For in the invasion of Egypt by the Sea People in 1189 BC, those Phoenician city ports were already 

in existence. So why didn’t the Sea People – who seemed to have migrated by land and sea from 

Turkey, going south along the Canaan coast towards Egypt and subduing all before them, not stay 

long enough to conquer these wealthy ports? Could the answer be,  that they were kinfolk, of those 

with the Pe’ot, chips off the old Minoan block. 

            .What happened to the Phoenicians? They continued to prosper, building the great city ports of 

Tyre, Beirut and Sidon. They were employed by the Pharaoh Necho in the 6th Century BC to take 

part in a new thought. A thought to us today that was obvious. That thought being, that if you keep the 

land on your right side, you must eventually come back to where you started from. See The Day the 

sun changed its position in the sky. 

             They circumnavigated Africa and the last we hear of the Phoenicians is that in Sidon (or was 

it Tyre?) about 400 BC, the ruling family fell out and sister parted from her brother, the ruling 

Phoenician King or rather Queen of that city. Dido was her name and, taking her loyal followers, who 

all seemed to be male, she took ships and escaped to somewhere new. I say somewhere, for I doubt 

she knew where that somewhere was. They called in at Cyprus and stole all the priestesses who 

worked in the temples as religious prostitutes, giving and receiving gifts in return for their favours; 

not for themselves, but for their high priests and the wealth of their temples. We’re told that Dido’s 

crew made them honest wives and, sailing on, they came to a new land, present day Tunis, just west 

of Libya. 

           A new land, an ideal harbour, a future city, and a new civilisation. These Phoenicians became 

the great sea faring people we know as the Carthaginians. And by 264 BC they were involved in a 

deadly conflict with a new race of people, the Romans. This war raged on and off for 118 years. 

Victory went first to one side, then the other, but Rome was a determined foe and finally, the 

Carthaginians bit the dust. Rome utterly destroyed the city port of Carthage, sowing salt into the soil 

so that nothing would grow again. Yes, Hannibal was a Phoenician and now the Carthaginians as a 

group were gone, but I’m sure Carthaginian and Phoenician blood still pumps around the veins of 

many of us today. 

         Finally, if you ever take a holiday in Tunis, that was once Carthage, and your British Airways 

flight takes you home, north, towards the Pole Star, look out of your window, just after you’ve taken 

off and, there below to your right, you will have an excellent archaeologists view of that ancient 

harbour, nestling and probably unknown, within a modern day housing estate. 

. 

Abraham , Lot and Isaac. 
             So back to the Patriarchs, for now we have Abraham leaving Ur and travelling to Shechem.  

From Shechem, we are told, Abraham moved into Egypt, then back out of Egypt to Canaan.  

Somewhere in this travelling we read he meets Lot, the husband to Mrs Lot, who we are told was 

turned into a Pillar of salt.   

             Now the tale of Mr and Mrs Lot and how Mrs Lot got turned into a pillar of salt is an 

interesting story, which scholars have brushed aside because it seems to have no meaning, no great 

revelation on what God wanted,  except for Mrs Lot not to look back on the cities of Sodom and 

Gomora, to which she did and God turned her into a pillar of salt. God can of course do this, but why 

should he punisher her, when he being an all-knowing God, knew she’d do it, before she did it. It 

seems pointless for a God to do. So whose telling this story? It has to be  Abraham and he got it from 

Mr Lod, when Abraham asked him where is wife was. To which Mr Lot replied, that it was all down 

to God’s doing.  To this I would agree, it’s simply a bit of chit chat between Mr Lot and Abraham 

when they met. But it was interesting and unusual chit chat, for how could it be repeated so accurately 

over all these generations, if it wasn’t so unusual. 

         It came about how Abraham on asking Mr Lot, how it was his daughters had children but no 

husbands. ‘Ahaa’, said Mr Lot, ‘That’s because there were no men about and my daughters wanted 

children’. Abraham must have still put the question ‘Where were the men then’. Mr Lot must have 

been embarrassed because even in those days incest was taboo. For Mr Lot goes on to explain 

explained that these grandchildren were not his fault, and continues, ‘My daughter got me drunk with 

wine, so that I was completely unconscious. Then after getting me into this state, they came upon me.  
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I was so drunk that I didn’t know them coming down on me or of them rising up from me’.  Now 

from this I knew Abraham was not a drinking man, for we have all heard of  ‘The brewers droop’.  If 

you’re so intoxicated to be unconscious, then sex flies out of the window, allowing sweet dreams to 

come in.  And if you’re unconscious, you’ll fail in getting an erection and dear readers, an erection is 

a most important part of the natural process of starting a family. 

         Likewise, if he was that drunk, how did he know he was the father, or that this sexual act had 

even taken place.  Surely his first thought would be, who could this wandering herder be, who had 

taken this opportunity, not once but twice with my daughters and as Lord Professor Winston will 

confirm, producing a baby, is seldom done in one sexual act. But Mr Lot does know the children are 

his, he accepts responsibility outright. 

             One could say he was protecting his daughters’ reputation, but by admitting it, was only 

making it worse.  Besides, would one’s daughters in those days take the initiative, when fathers were 

the absolute authority?  Would they know what to do?   I feel Abraham smells all is not right, for he 

asks where Mrs Lot is. ‘Ahaa’, says Mr Lot, ‘We’ve just left the city of Sodom and Gomorra, which 

was a most evil city of sin of the worst kind. As we were running away from it, God said he would 

destroy the city but if we turn round to see these cities being destroyed, he will turn us into pillars of 

salt. Sadly my wife did, and a pillar of salt she became’. 

        So where is this city of Sodom? Archaeologists haven’t found it, but placed it at the southern tip 

of the Dead Sea. A sea full of salt, so much so, you can only float on it.  When I was there, there was  

a large verdant oasis nearby, where scholars say Sodom should be and certainly ideal for a wandering 

Mr Lot to feed his flocks. Then just two hundred meters away, is this delicious blue green sea, so 

inviting to dive into, except if you did, you’d bounce off it. If you got just the tiniest drop of this water 

in your eyes, you’re as good as blind but easily cured if you have a flask of fresh water, if you haven’t 

you’re in trouble, for floundering makes matters worse. 

        Now there is a pillar of salt nearby, to which tour operators bring the tourist to photo, then 

quickly whisk them away to another site.  So when I was there I too stared at this, then the  question 

that  came to mind  was, did Mr Lot have a penchant for young girls?  Did Mrs Lot know about it? 

Was she happy with this arrangement? Now to get drunk to the state Mr Lot says he was, needs a lot 

of wine and in this area, wine is the last thing you want. If you’re going to carry anything, it’s water. 

So the next question is, did Mrs Lot fall into the Dead Sea.  A deliciously looking sea but to go into 

that sea, which is good for skin complaints, you also find, as I did, that as your swimming trunks dry 

out, they go hard and crusty. If Mrs Lot fell into this sea, with all those cloths that the Bedouins wear, 

she will die and if pulled out, will dry out as a pillar of salt. Perhaps Mrs Lot fell into this inviting sea 

but then again, the motive was there for her to be pushed, or at least not helped out.  

            So Abraham continues on his travels and we read God tells him to make a sacrifice unto him , 

with the offering of his own son Isaac.  Isaac is unaware of this when Abraham takes him for a walk. 

Abraham then tells Isaac to collect wood then lay the wood on a rock and then lie on it himself. Isaac 

unknowing does what his father tells him to do. Abraham then produces a knife and is about to thrust 

it into poor Isaac, when God tells Abraham to stop.  For God says unto Abraham, ‘I know now, you 

believe in me’ and with that a ram is found and they sacrifice that.  The point that struck me was why 

did an all knowing, all powerful God, who knows the past, present and future, not know what was 

Abraham’s belief, what was in his mind? 

                         We must also ask what did Isaac think of all this?  Did he suffer severe stress as he 

looked up at that wicked glinting knife. Did he know his father was going to plunge this knife into 

him. Of course he did, because God hadn’t yet spoken. How would Abraham or Isaac know what God 

would do.  Did Isaac trust his father from then on? I think not for we read Isaac never went with walks 

with Abraham again. 

            But playing the detective is what I do, so what was Abraham up to? Were there just Abraham 

and Isaac there or was the whole of Abraham’s tribe. One thing about a sacrifice, it was rather like a 

Barbeque. You put your dressed ram on the fire, God got the sweet savoury of the burning fat and 

whoever was there, partook of the roasted meat. So was Abraham performing to a crowd and if so 

why? As with most high priests, God only speaks to them, so did others hear God’s voice or was it 

Abraham that said to the crowd God knows I am his true servant. . It seems strange that God would 

put poor Isaac under this dreadful stress, only to tell Abraham it was a test and a unnecessary test, 

because God, the all-knowing God, already knew the answer. Could it be Abraham was in reality 
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seeking the prestigious position of him being the only one who could speak with God. If he was, he 

wouldn’t be the last to do this. 

 
 

 
  

Abraham about to sacrifice Isaac. 

 

Jacob 
          So onwards and upwards, Isaac in turn produced Jacob, now Jacob is our man who is the 

founding father of the Israelites.  As I have said before, these people, these descendants of those 

Minoan landless immigrants, known to me, as the Hapiru and to them the Hebrews, didn’t much like 

this title thrust upon them, and just like Romanies, didn’t like the title of Gypsy. So they decided to 

change it and the question was, to what. 
        Now it came to pass, we read in Genesis32:24-32 that Jacob find himself alone and in the night 

found he was fighting some unseen thing and has he wrestled, he found the hollow of his thigh was 

out of joint. So Jacob asked the unseen thing to let him go, but the unseen thing said, ‘No, not until 

you bless me and the unseen thing asked Jacobs name and Jacob told him.  So it was, the unseen thing 

said to Joseph, from now on your name will be Israel. Isra, because you have fought and El, because 

you have fought with God. Therefore the Children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which 

is upon the hollow of the thigh unto this day, because he touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh in the 

sinew of that shrank.  

          But for Jacob to change his name to Israel we have to wait for the story of Joseph.  

 

Joseph 
            Joseph, we know as he, with the coat of many colours, he who was the inspiration for Lloyd-

Webber’s popular musical show.  
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            We read Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers and eventually arrives in Egypt. We read as 

young as he is, a married Egyptian lady, is smitten by his good looks and as we say in the 21st century 

she comes on heavily, so much so Joseph makes a run for it. But not quite for she grabs him by his 

shirt, ripping it off as he runs away. Now a little sex in Biblical times might be spicy but trivia it is. 

However this snipped comes roaring back, some 1800 years later, as an Islamic law in the Koran, with 

regards to who is guilty in a case of rape. For if one was to cry rape and it is found your cloths are torn 

from the front, then it is deemed no rape has been committed and you may well be judged to be guilty 

yourself.  However if torn from the back then this Joseph scenario could save your bacon, for in 

Islamic law this is rape.  

              We are told Joseph is in prison because of the amorous  advances of this dear lady. Whilst 

there he hears Pharaoh as had a dream, but his priests can’t find the answer. However, Joseph now a 

slave and a prisoner in Egypt can, substantiating my view that this was a Hebrew spare time cash-

earning occupation.   

          So Joseph tells Pharaoh the meaning of his dream, of the seven fat cattle and the seven lean 

cattle, or seven good years of harvest and seven bad years. It was also a cunning answer, for it needed 

time to come to fruition and time is what Joseph needs. 

 

                           
             Joseph loosing his shirt                             Joseph reading Pharaoh’s dream 

 

             Now I’m reminded of the story of the thief in Tudor times who, on being caught and 

expecting to be hung, stated that he could make the King’s horse talk. ‘How long will it take?’ asked 

the King. ‘Two years,’ said the thief. Back in prison his cellmate uttered his disbelief, ‘Can you get 

the horse to talk’?    ‘Don’t know,’ said the thief, ‘but in two years it might, and then again the King 

might die.’ There you have it, our thief had bought himself some time. So I think our Joseph was 

learned in the ways of divining dreams. 

          We next read that Pharaoh rewarded him and made him his overseer of the corn supplies. We 

next read his brothers come into Egypt, not aware Joseph has such a high position. They unknowing 

ask for wheat for as they say, ‘There is famine in the land’ and they have come to Egypt to buy it.  

            Now it occurred to me, especially as it is said many times during their wandering, that have 

come because there was famine in the land.  Now I, for what I am worth, don’t think there was famine 

but I do think they were saying this, rather than the people in whose country they were in, weren’t 

selling them any. I would hazard a guess, that the people in whose land they were passing through, 

were refusing to sell them anything, just telling  them to move. This no sale business was a good way 

to emphasise the point. Likewise by saying there was famine in the land, covered up the real reason 

they were asking others to help, without giving out that the other people were trying to get rid of 

them.  

              Some might thing this far-fetched, but consider, we in Europe, in 2017, some 3500 years later 

are also suffering from refugees from distant lands, all desperate to get into this, our land of milk and 

honey, known as Europe and my precious England.  Are we happy about this? We are not and have 

just voted to get out of this immigrant situation, which the EU has created.  

         So here we have Joseph’s brothers arriving in Egypt, to buy wheat. Joseph recognises them but 

they don’t recognise him, as their baby brother. He loads them up with wheat and sends them back to 
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Jacob and when they open their sacks they find he’s added gold to their wheat.  Cutting a long story 

short they realise the Egyptian overseer is their little brother, the very one they sold into slavery.  

          But baby brother goes even better, for Joseph convinces pharaoh to let them come and live in 

Egypt.   So, Jacob, the father of Joseph, brings his people into Egypt and for the first time they feel 

safe, safe in the land of plenty and safe enough to give themselves an identity.  So, it is here that Jacob 

changes his name to that of Isra-el. It is here the Children of Israel step onto the world’s stage. 

 

 
 

Joseph reveals himself to his brothers 

 

            But we should not forget pharaoh. What a kind gesture that was. Of course it wasn’t, but it was 

a good move, for if he trusted Joseph, he could trust his father’s people, so pharaoh gave then good 

pasture land in Goshen, on the eastern end of the Delta, not because he loved them but because they, 

unknowingly, had given pharaoh a ‘Buffer zone’ on his eastern border. For Ramesses II had just 

fought a ‘Touch and go’ battle with the Hittites. Neither side had won, the Hittites were still a threat, 

what better way to protect his eastern border, than to have these people suffer the first blow of any 

invader from the east, thereby giving pharaoh time to mobilize. Better still to have a people who were 

happy to make mud bricks, mud bricks which Egypt could never get enough of.  Mud bricks for 

people’s houses on this great new building project of Pi-Ramesses, which archaeologist have found at 

Qantir. just slap in the middle of the Goshen area.  

          So it is written that Joseph lived a 102 years, whilst I say 75 years, a long time in Pharaoh’s 

reign and there’s only one Pharaoh that lived and reigned a long time, this was Ramesses II the Great. 

Could this be our pharaoh who knew Joseph?  

           So I wondered and I’m afraid that’s all it can be, but could Joseph have left any other evidence 

of his existence in Egypt. My thoughts went to that dream of the seven good years and the seven lean 

years. How could he tell if he could store wheat from the good years for when the bad years came? 

How could he tell what was going to be a good or bad year? The answer that sprang to mind was the 

construction of a Nilometer.  

          What is a Nilometer? It is a well by the banks of the Nile that showed the rise of the Nile when 

it flooded. One cannot overstate the importance of the annual flood to the Egyptian civilization. A 

moderate inundation was a vital part of the agricultural cycle; however, a lighter flood than normal 

would cause famine and too much flood water would be equally disastrous, washing away much of 

the infrastructure built on the flood plain. Records from Pharaonic times indicate that on average, one 

year out of every five saw an inundation that was either over-abundant or fell short of expectations. 

Therefore the ability to predict the volume of the coming inundation was part of the mystique of the 

Ancient Egyptian priesthood. The same skill also played a political and administrative role, since the 

quality of the year’s flood was used to determine the levels of tax to be paid, in kind, by the peasantry 

to their rulers. 

          The markings on the Nilometer that were read as the Nile rose, was at 12 cubit (17.7inches/ 

cubit )  17.7ft and named the Hunger level. 13 cubits = Suffering.  14 cubits = Happiness. 16 cubits = 

Abundance and 18 cubits or 26.55ft = Disaster.  But even Happiness was a 20 ft flood. A flood that 
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seemed to come from nowhere, except the river on which the Gods swore their unbreakable oath, that 

yearly the Nile would bring forth her bounty to Egypt.   

             To add to this faint theory of mine, was the fact that Joseph, as a onetime youth of a 

wondering tribe of cattle farmers, would know all about wells. He would have learned from his father 

that as you moved your flocks, you would need wells to water them, and a well that was low of water, 

was an indication that things were not going to be good. Could Joseph have been instrumental in the 

construction of the first Nilometer?  You see because the Nile was in reach of everybody who lived 

along its banks there was no great needs for wells. Whilst wandering people, well away from rivers 

would have had a need for them. So I don’t it had occurred to the Egyptians this concept of reading 

the rise of the Nile during its flooding period by introducing a well, especially a well, right on the 

river bank , which is where all Nilometer are situated.  But someone had to be the first to understand 

this wonderful measuring system that would control Egypt’s economy, from year to year. Wasn’t this 

what Joseph had done, thereby being able to see into the future with regards to good harvests and bad.  

         No matter how hard I searched, I could not find a Nilometer being constructed in Ramesses II’s 

reign or before, the time I suggest Joseph was in Egypt. What I did find was a Nilometer constructed 

by the caliph Al-Mutawakki, in 861AD, on an island of the Nile named Roda, now in a built up area 

of central Cairo. True it is way out of our time scale but it was built on a previous Nilometer, from an 

unknown age.  Then just to add a little more flavour to this story, legend has it that it was on Rhoda 

island that Moses was set upon the Nile, in his basket of reeds. If there is any truth in this legend then 

in those far off days, Cairo was Memphis. If so, what was Moses’ parents doing in Memphis, when 

the Israelites were supposed to be brick making slaves in Pi-Ramesses, some 60 miles to the north-

east? Is there some connection between Rhoda island, Moses parents and Joseph? 

           One thing about this story of Moses being placed on the river, whether here, or anywhere else, 

is that it is recorded that Miriam, Moses sister, runs along the river bank to see who will adopt the 

Babe. We are told it is a royal princess, a princess who has no milk to suckle the baby on. In an 

instance Miriam presents Moses’ real mother to this princess, who we must assume, is by now 

cuddling this infant within the palace. I’m sure you can see where I’m coming from. With this 

freedom that Miriam has and the familiarity to converse with royalty, as well as living nearby to the 

royal household, is not conducive to Moses’ family being slaves and although it’s not said, I feel they 

weren’t brick makers either, for brick making, is a muddy dirty job and I just can’t see a royal 

residence situated anywhere near to such workers.  Likewise, as rivers run downhill, if Miriam is 

following that baby then she and her family are living up river from that palace and the palace can’t 

be any further from where Miriam lived than the distance the Nile can travel during the daylight hours 

of a day. 

          With not a lot of other evidence on Joseph, we then read that Joseph lived 102 years and died 

and there came a Pharaoh that ‘Knew not Joseph.’ It was this Pharaoh that wished to kill off the new 

born male Israelite children, and if you find him, you have the dating for the birth of Moses. See 

Moses birth to exile. 

 

                     . 

                           Ramesses II                                                      Mummy of Merenptah 
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The Burial of Joseph 
          We are later told that Moses took the bones of Joseph with the children at the time of the 

Exodus. If this were so, could Joseph have picked up Egyptian customs of being buried in the manner 

of the Egyptians? Was he mummified? I think he was, for the Hebrews had no after-life, whereas the 

Egyptians did, and living forever was a great attraction. True, there were many cultures that hoped for 

an afterlife, even taking their living retainers with them.  But Egypt went one better; they took their 

environment with them. If they wanted an after-life of duck hunting in the marshes, they painted those 

scenes on their tomb wall. If they wanted a vast estate of cattle and workers, they painted that too. It  

was this painting on their tombs, this taking with them of their pastures, food, joys and as we will later 

see, in Moses birth to exile, their revenge, but this is still some 30 years in the future. In fact, you 

could say that Jesus and his after-life, was imagined by Jesus, when as a boy, he was taken into Egypt. 

Whilst there, he could not have helped knowing of the resurrection of Osiris and Egypt’s obsession of 

living on after death.  
           So, was Joseph’s body mummified and where was he buried? Now many scholars are quick to 

say the Bible is a book of faith, not a history and should not be read literally.  But I am not a scholar 

who has spent 7 years at university, being as Shakespeare would say, ‘A warrior for the working day’. 

Rather I am a self-motivated, self-taught historian, who enjoys working for the whole day and 23000 

of them. In doing so, I have found the Old Testament to be extremely accurate, so accurate as to make 

me who God is. 

            So if we read Genesis 50, we read that when Jacob died, Joseph his son, had the physician 

embalm him and they mourned for him three score days and ten. If the Genesis wasn’t a history why 

pick on a period of seventy days.  It was Herodotus, ‘The father of history’, who recorded, some 900 

years after the death of Jacob that the Egyptians took seventy days for the embalming process to take 

place. It then took another 2250 years for archaeologists to confirm that Herodotus was faithful in his 

testament. This seventy days, verifies we are talking history not myth. 

            We further read that pharaoh commanded his servants and the elders of the Egyptians, with 

Joseph and the Elders of the Israelites, to take the embalmed body of Jacob through Canaan and into 

Jordan. Then in Genesis 50:26 we read Joseph died and was embalmed.  

           Now the Egyptian custom was to be buried on the west bank of the Nile, so that their Ka could 

follow Ra, the Sun, on its journey to the underworld. But to do this and find nice dry sand in which to 

bury a body, away from the destructive power of water, they could not be near Pi-Ramesses, for the 

Nile flooded the Delta every September and muddy soil makes muddy tombs and water destroys 

bodies. If they wanted that dry sand for a burial, then if Joseph, died at Pi-Ramesses, he would have 

been taken up the Nile to present day Cairo and out into the western desert. Why should I not consider 

Joseph was in this area? 

           Because it is recorded he was in charge of the administration of corn. Now if you go to Egypt, 

the Delta is the place where 80 percent of Egypt’s crops were grown. The rest of Egypt was a tiny, 

narrow ribbon of green land on either side of the Nile, in places no more than 200 meters wide. So I 

don’t think we’d find Joseph or, for that matter, the Israelites, travelling far from Pi-Ramesses, for all 

the time the Hebrews were in Egypt, not once was there a mention of the Pyramids, one of the seven 

wonders of the world. This indicates to me that in all that time the Israelites were in Egypt, they never 

travelled far from Pi-Ramesses.  

         As for Joseph’s burial tomb,  I suggest archaeologist look eastwards of Pi-Ramesses, now the 

modern town of Qantir and seek out high dry ground.  For  Joseph’s God was the God of his fathers,  

so eastwards could be his tomb.  Even so, if found, it will probably be empty for we read  that Moses 

took the bones of old Joseph out of Egypt when he and the Children of Israel fled east then 

southwards out of Egypt.  

            So here is an indication that a body has been preserved. At first hand, I thought this taking of 

Joseph’s bones, was a carrot to get the Children to follow him, because wherever you read of their 40 

years of wandering in the Sinai, not a single word is mentioned of these bones. So who was 

responsible for these dry bones?  Surely it wasn’t left to chance for somebody to move them on every 

time? Yet you read the details of what was used in building and furnishing the tabernacle – such as 

badger skins, or the trivia of digging latrines, but not a word on these bones. 
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        But this poses a question: if those bones were taken, then they weren’t taken on the spur of the 

moment. And yet we are told, the Exodus was on the spur of the moment, having no time to let their 

bread rise. One minute God was quiet, the next he was going to kill off the Egyptians during the night. 

The same night, we read that Moses went to see Pharaoh. So if Moses was seeing Pharaoh and the 

Israelites were within doors, who was it that went to dig up old Joseph? 

        If you read Moses Exile to Exodus,  you’ll realise the speed and the motivation to make Moses 

do it now and quickly. He had some time but not a lot and I suggest the Israelite leaders that decided 

to go with Moses, weren’t going without Joseph’s bones.  So again Joseph’s tomb couldn’t be far and 

it had to be dry land, yet near enough for people to know where it was so they could make offerings 

there.  If it was remembered, then I think we can say it was only remembered by the Israelites, for 

why should an Egyptian be interested in this foreigner’s grave? So who would remember this?  

         It couldn’t have been Moses, for Joseph died before Moses was born and Moses was a 100% 

Egyptian, at least for 17 years, before fleeing pharaoh’s wrath.  I have suggested a date of 1226 BC 

when Joseph died and 1188 BC for the Exodus. If I’m right or even near, then Jacob has only been 

dead 38 years, well with in living memory.   

        For the next 40 years Joseph’s old bones do some travelling and our last reference to them is 

after the death of Moses, when Joshua and the Children are now on the rampage, in their conquest of 

Canaan and the Philistines.  We read, Joshua took the bones and buried them in Shechem, that place, 

which always seemed to be a magnet to the Hebrews from Abraham’s time, if not before.  

           So here endeth the story of the patriarchs, not the full story,  but a story you can understand 

and get a glimpse of a history of what might be taking place, all gleaned from the history that was 

happening about them. True the embers of this time are nearly out, but by blowing on them, I might 

have got them glowing again.  Enough perhaps, to get others to take up the quest and in doing, find 

they burst into flame. For knowledge is a precious thing and the search for it, a dedication.  


